
November 7th:  The Cookbook Collector  

by Allegra Goodman 

Emily and Jessamine Bach are opposites in every way: Twenty-eight-year-old Emily is the CEO of Veritech, 

twenty-three-year-old Jess is an environmental activist and graduate student in philosophy. Pragmatic Emi-

ly is making a fortune in Silicon Valley, romantic Jess works in an antiquarian bookstore. Emily is rational 

and driven, while Jess is dreamy and whimsical. Emily’s boyfriend, Jonathan, is fantastically successful. 

Jess’s boyfriends, not so much. 

National Book Award finalist and New York Times bestselling author Allegra Goodman has written a deli-

cious novel about appetite, temptation, and holding on to what is real in a virtual world: love that stays.  

(Amazon.com review) 

October 3rd:  A River Runs through It  

by Norman Maclean 

From its first magnificent sentence, "In our family, there was no clear line between religion and fly 

fishing", to the last, "I am haunted by waters", A River Runs Through It is an American classic. 

Based on Norman Maclean's childhood experiences, A River Runs Through It has established itself 

as one of the most moving stories of our time; it captivates readers with vivid descriptions of life along 

Montana's Big Blackfoot River and its near magical blend of fly fishing with the troubling affections of 

the heart.  (Amazon.com review) 

September 12th:  Orphan Train  

by Christina Baker Kline 

Penobscot Indian Molly Ayer is close to “aging out” out of the foster care system. A community service 
position helping an elderly woman clean out her home is the only thing keeping Molly out of juvie and 
worse…  As she helps Vivian sort through her possessions and memories, Molly learns that she and 
Vivian aren’t as different as they seem to be. A young Irish immigrant orphaned in New York City, Vivi-
an was put on a train to the Midwest with hundreds of other children whose destinies would be deter-
mined by luck and chance.  Molly discovers that she has the power to help Vivian find answers to mys-
teries that have haunted her for her entire life—answers that will ultimately free them both. 

Rich in detail and epic in scope, Orphan Train is a powerful novel of upheaval and resilience, of unexpected friendship, and of 

the secrets we carry that keep us from finding out who we are. (Amazon.com review) 

New Participants are always welcome, so please consider joining us.  We are a self-led 

group that meets the first Saturday of the month  at 10:00am.  Please call or stop by 

the Reference Desk for more information. 



December 5th:  A Man Called Ove  

by Fredrik Backman 

Meet Ove. He’s a curmudgeon— the kind of man who points at people he dislikes as if they were burglars 

caught outside his bedroom win- dow. He has staunch principles, strict routines, and a short fuse. People 

call him “the bitter neighbor from hell.” But must Ove be bitter just because he doesn’t walk around with a 

smile plastered to his face all the time? 

Behind the cranky exterior there is a story and a sadness. So when one November morning a chatty young 

couple with two chatty young daughters move in next door and accidentally flatten Ove’s mailbox, it is 

the lead-in to a comical and heartwarming tale of unkempt cats, unexpected friendship, and the an-

cient art of backing up a U-Haul. All of which will change one cranky old man and a local residents’ association to their very 

foundations. (Amazon.com review) 

February 6th:  Killing Floor  

by Lee Child 

Ex-military policeman Jack Reacher is a drifter. He’s just passing through Margrave, Georgia, and in less than 

an hour, he’s arrested for murder. Not much of a welcome. All Reacher knows is that he didn’t kill any-

body. At least not here. Not lately. But he doesn’t stand a chance of convincing anyone. Not in Margrave, 

Georgia. Not a chance in hell.  

January 9th:  One Summer  

By Bill Bryson 

The summer of 1927 began with Charles Lindbergh crossing the Atlantic. Meanwhile, Babe Ruth was closing 

in on the home run record. In Newark, New Jersey, Alvin “Shipwreck” Kelly sat atop a flagpole for twelve 

days, and in Chicago, the gangster Al Capone was tightening his grip on bootlegging. The first true “talking 

picture,” Al Jolson’s The Jazz Singer, was filmed, forever changing the motion picture industry.  

All this and much, much more transpired in the year Americans attempted and accomplished outsized 

things—and when the twentieth century truly became the American century. One Summer transforms it all into narrative 

nonfiction of the highest order.  (Amazon.com review) 

March 5th:  Deep Down Dark:  The Untold Stories of 33 Men Buried in a Chilean Mine, and the 

Miracle That Set Them Free 

By Héctor Tobar 

When the San José mine collapsed outside of Copiapó, Chile, in August 2010, it trapped thirty-three 

miners beneath thousands of feet of rock for a record-breaking sixty-nine days. The entire world 

watched what transpired above-ground during the grueling and protracted rescue, but the saga of the 

miners' experiences below the Earth's surface--and the lives that led them there-- has never been 

heard until now. 

For Deep Down Dark, the Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Héctor Tobar received exclusive access to 

the miners and their tales. These thirty-three men came to think of the mine, a cav- ern inflicting con-

stant and thundering aural torment, as a kind of coffin, and as a church where they sought redemption through prayer. Even 

while still buried, they all agreed that if by some miracle any of them escaped alive, they would share their story only collec-


