
Summer Reading 
for Grown-ups

	 Our	adult	summer	reading	
game	and	programs	were	well	

received	and	lots	of	fun!
	 Some	of	the	results	of	our	summer	

craft	series	include	a	chalkboard	
bag,	silk	screening	and	

DIY	card	making.

Our	grand	prize	
winner	of	a	Kindle	Fire	
was	Elaine Kimmel. 

Congratulations	and	thank	you	to	all	our	
weekly	winners	and	participants.

Dear Neighbors,
To quote our very own author, Eleanor Kuhns, 

“Despite predictions to the contrary, books continue 
to be a mainstay of library service.” This summer 
has been a busy and exciting one at the Library.  Our 
summer programs have seen record attendance.  Our 
children’s programs registered an AMAZING half a 
million pages read by kids this summer!  That is no 
small feat and thanks to our Head of Youth Services, 
Michelle Muller, and her staff, our young patrons en-
joyed a summer filled with “Fizz and Boom.”

Not to be outdone by the youngsters, our older 
patrons flocked to our adult programs.  From an 
increase in checking out books, to watching mov-
ies, to silk screening, sun dyeing, flower arranging 
and raising chickens, our adult patrons were busy 
reading, learning and enjoying each other’s good 
company.  Shakespeare in the Park, sponsored by 
the Library, continued to draw large audiences to its 
highly anticipated summer season program.

The summer would not be complete without the 
programs of Friends of the Library.  Our wonderful 
Friends held their very popular and profitable book 
sale during the Great American Weekend.  Their Big 
Band and Ice Cream social was another much antici-
pated and well attended program.  Well done Friends!  
We look forward to the fall programs.

While we are so very happy that the Library and 
its many programs continue to be such a focal point 
for our community, we are disappointed that some 
of our patrons have to be put on waiting lists. There 
simply is not enough room to accommodate every-
one, nor enough area to address all of the program-
ming interests we’d love to provide to our wonderful 
patrons. Our limited space is a challenge we con-
tinue to grapple with and really want to see solved.  

The Trustees and the Library staff have been 
working diligently for many years to make much need-
ed repairs to our building.  However, we simply cannot 
stretch the walls to accommodate more patrons.

As part of our longstanding effort to meet this chal-
lenge, we are happy to report that we have achieved 
a long pursued and monumental goal. This summer, 
we made our final payment on the Salesian property, a 
large, beautiful open park setting in the Village.  

As a next step, during the month of September, 
we have scheduled two fact finding community fo-
rums to hear from you, our patrons, about what you 
would like to see in your Library as we move for-
ward.  We have procured the services of experienced 
library Architect Paul Mays, who will be joining us 
for these forums.  The workshops will be an oppor-
tunity for you – the community – to make sure that 
your views are part of each step of our planning for 
the future of Goshen’s Library.

We hope that you will join us as we work together 
to create the future of Goshen’s library!

          The Trustees of the Goshen Public 
           Library and Historical Society

and Historical Society
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A Century of Service

Friends Events
	 The	 Friends	 of	 the	 Goshen	 Public	 Library	
and	 Historical	 Society	 extend	 their	 utmost	 grati-
tude	 for	 the	 continuing	 support	 of	 the	Norton & 
Christensen law firm	and	What’s The Scoop’s ice 
cream and	 scooping	 services	 for	 bringing	 to	 our	
village	 another	 rollicking	 summer	 evening	 of	 big	
band	 jazz	music!	This	year’s	crowd	was	as	big	as	
ever--with	young	and	old	side	by	side,	ice	cream	in	
hand,	 as	 the	melodies	 of	 yesteryear	 filled	 the	 air.	
They	sure	don’t	make	‘em	like	they	used	to!	
	 And	speaking	of	not	making	‘em	like	they	used	
to...The	Friends’	annual	Antique	Appraisal	is	right	
around	 the	 corner!	Come	 on	 over	 to	 Saint	 James’	
Episcopal	Church’s	meeting	 room,	visit	with	your	
neighbors,	 and	 have	 a	 professional	 appraise	 your	
antiques	free	of	charge!			

Friends of the Goshen Public Library and Historical 
Society Antique Appraisal Sept. 28th, 2-4PM

Library Bus Trip 
to the Liberty Science Museum
	 On	Saturday,	August	16,	2014	the	 library	had	 its	
second	bus	outing	 to	 the	Science	Museum	in	Liberty	
NJ.	 22	 patrons	 (6	 children	 and	 14	 adults	 and	 1	 teen	
signed	up	to	take	the	trip.	2	adults	and	1	teen	chose	to	
only	take	the	bus	so	they	could	visit	the	Statue	of	Lib-
erty	and	Ellis	Island	on	the	Ferry.
	 It	was	a	great	day	for	the	trip.	All	enjoyed	their	time	
at	the	Museum.		They	participated	in	the	science	activi-
ties,	saw	a	show	at	the	IMAX	theatre	and	enjoyed	a	dem-
onstration	of	how	music	is	made	using	electricity.
	 On	the	way	home	the	children	enjoyed	watching	a	
showing	of	the	movie	“Despicable	Me	2”.
	 Everyone	had	a	good	time.	I	was	happy	to	see	sev-
eral	repeaters	from	last	year.	Hopefully	everyone	will	be		
looking	forward	to	next	year.

	 As	 our	 library	 rapidly	 closes	 in	 on	 its	 hundredth	
year	of	service--having	first	opened	its	doors	on	May	
27th,	 1918--I	 was	 reminded	 of	 what	 a	 picturesque	
building	it	truly	is	when,	late	in	June,	we	were	honored	
with	the	gift	of	a	remarkably	luminous	oil	rendering	of	
its	leaf-shadowed	visage.	Painted	by	local	artist	Carrie	
Lou	Fisher	(1915-1994)	and	generously	donated	to	the	
Library	by	the	family	of	Ruth	Bates	Quigg,	the	work	is	
proudly	on	display	above	the	circulation	desk.
	 The	painting	depicts	the	library	huddled	amongst	a	
foreground	of	lush	sycamore	trees,	the	sky	looks	sum-
mery,	and	as	if	a	thunderstorm	had	just	swept	through	
the	 village.	There’s	 a	 vibrancy	 and	movement	 about	
the	image	that	is	striking.	Since	a	black	and	white	pho-
tograph	simply	cannot	do	it	justice,	we	welcome	you	to	
stop	by	and	have	a	look!
	 At	 the	 time	of	writing,	we	still	have	a	 little	sum-
mertime	 left,	 but	before	you	know	 it	 autumn	will	be	
upon	us	again	in	all	of	its	glory	and	nostalgia.	So	even	
as	we	think	back	over	the	exciting	summer	season:	the	
myriad	children’s	events	and	programs	which	packed	
the	library	and	spilled	onto	the	lawn,	our	big	band	ice	
cream	social	 that	had	folks	dancing	in	 the	street,	and	
our	adult	summer	reading	game	finale	which	included	
a	bus	trip	to	the	Liberty	Science	Center,	we	continue	to	
keep	an	eye	on	the	future,	so	that	we	might	see	not	only	
where	we’ve	been	but	where	we	may	be	going.
	 Although	this	is	not	news	to	the	many	patrons	that	
visit	us	daily,	our	building,	as	lovely	as	it	surely	is,	has	
long	been	inadequate	to	its	chartered	service	area	which	
shares	its	boundaries	with	those	of	our	school	district,	
and	now	 includes	over	18,000	 residents	according	 to	
the	most	 recent	census.	Because	our	building	fails	 to	
meet	certain	minimum	standards	required	by	the	state,	
chief	among	them	sufficient	space,	our	continued	op-
eration	 relies	 on	 the	 state’s	 acceptance	 of	 our	 good	
faith	efforts	to	address	the	compliance	issues	detailed	
in	a	 report--along	with	a	variance	 request--which	we	
must	 submit	annually.	We	 therefore	 remain	 in	opera-
tion,	in	effect,	year	to	year,	by	their	acknowledgement	

of	such	efforts,	but	there	is	no	guarantee	that	the	state	
will	grant	us	a	variance	indefinitely.
	 Over	 the	past	 several	years,	 the	 trustees	have	ac-
tively	 investigated	 a	 number	 of	 possibilities	 in	 their	
search	for	a	building	that	might	better	serve	our	com-
munity’s	 needs;	 one	 that	would	 enable	us	 to	provide	
service	to	all	of	our	patrons,	including	those	physically	
challenged;	indeed,	one	that	meets	the	codes	and	guide-
lines	set	by	both	the	state	and	federal	government	for	
the	continued	operation	of	a	public	 library.	Foremost	
among	their	efforts	was	their	determination	to	satisfy	
a	loan	on	a	parcel	of	 land	in	Salesian	Park	originally	
acquired	in	2006.	This	summer,	through	judicious	bud-
getary	stewardship,	they	were	able	to	attain	this	goal	at	
an	accelerated,	but	responsible,	pace.

	 This fall the trustees have scheduled two 
dates (please see calendar for details) at the 
Goshen Senior Center to hear your ideas on the 
kind of library you’d like to have serving your 
community. We warmly invite you to attend, 
and look forward to having you there!

Carrie Lou Fisher (1915-1994)

Salesian Park property
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Summer Recap
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Join us as we look toward our future... See inside for details.

	 Well	everyone....
we	 fizzed,	 we	
boomed	and	boy	
did	we	read!	We	had	
516	 friends	 as	 young	
as	 1	 year	 old	 all	 the	
way	 to	 those	 going	 into	
sixth	grade	participate	 in	
five	weeks	of	programming	and	fun.	In	to-
tal,	we	read	close	to	a	half	a	million	pages,	
circulated	13,	262	element	tickets	and	had	

over	 65	 programs	 over	 five	
weeks!	 	 This	 summer	
has	 been	 fabulous	 and	
the	 Just	 for	Kids	 staff	
couldn’t	be	prouder	of	
our	 readers,	 our	 teen	
volunteers	and	our	par-

ents!	We	appre-
ciate	 all	of	our	

participants	 tolerat-
ing	 our	 “sardine	
can”	 situation	
downstairs	 in	

the	 Just	 for	

Kids	Area.	 	Our	 standing	 room	
only	 moments	 are	 a	 testament	
to	 our	 success,	 but	 illustrate	 our	
drawbacks	in	accommodating	ev-
eryone	 who	 knows	 the	 library	 is	
such	a	great	place!	We	would	 like	
to	extend	our	thanks	to	the	Goshen	

Central	School	District	which	allows	us	to	
use	some	of	their	building	space	for	pro-
grams,	to	Brian	Crandall	and	Mad	Science	
of	the	Mid-Hudson	for	joining	our	science	
fair,	to	Elizabeth	Gerasolo	and	What’s	the	
Scoop	for	providing	our	end	of	
year	ice	cream	and	to	all	of	our	
dedicated	teen	volunteers	who	
work	 daily	 to	 run	 our	 “bank”	
and	“store”.
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Young Adults
Spark a Reaction!

	 Summer	wouldn’t	be	summer	without	
our	dedicated	group	of	teen	volunteers!	
This	year’s	group	of	over 75 “lab techs”	
embraced	our	science	theme	and	assisted	
hundreds	of	young	readers	and	their	families		
by	checking	reading	logs,	helping	with	re-
wards	and	providing	positive	encouragement	
on	a	daily	basis.		We	couldn’t	do	what	we	do	
without	them!		They	also	had	a	reading	game	
of	their	own	to	play	and	they	completed	many	
book	reviews,	short	sci-fi	stories,	
science	based	puzzles	
and	their	very	own	sci-
ence	experiments.		
Each	week	we	
had	a	lucky	winner	
of	both	the	reading	
raffle	and	a	guess	jar.		
Our grand 
prize winners: 
Jenil Kanabar (the Kindle 
Fire), Emma Bunzey, Danny 
Ruiz and Tessa Schaumberg 
($50 Visa gift card).  

However, the library was the real 
winner having so many exceptional young people 
helping make the library a truly special place!


