
Goshen Public Library and Historical Society 
Board of Trustees Meeting 

 

 

Minutes of March 14, 2011                                       Regular  Meeting 

 

Call to order 

 The regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Goshen Public Library and Historical Society was 

called to order at 7:35 p.m. on March 14, 2011 in the meeting room of the Library.  The presiding officer was 

Tiffany Milidantri.   

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Present 

 Six members of the Board were present: Bernie Marone, Tiffany Milidantri, Ellen Mary O’Brien, Keith 

Roddey, Jim Tarvin and Frank Wolter.  These members constitute a quorum. Also present, Matt Gomm, Director, 

and Jack Denman, Principal Account Clerk.  

 

Absent 

 Norma Nunez-Langlois. 

  
Privilege of the Floor 

 None. 

 

A Certificate of Appreciation was presented to past Trustees, Laura Engle, Mark Gargiulo, Patty Garnett, and Janet 

Markiewicz for their many years of service to the Goshen Public Library and Historical Society. 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of February 7th, 2011   

 RESOLVED that the minutes of February 7th, 2011 regular meeting be accepted. Motion, Ellen Mary 

O’Brien. Second, Bernie Marone.  Approved (6-0-0). 
 

Treasurer’s Report 

 Jack Denman’s monthly report included the balance sheet and profit & loss statement for the period ending 

February 28, 2011. Jack reported that with the exception of the line item payroll, all expenses are on target. In 

addition, Jack reported that there were no unusual expenses to report. He also reported that the interest on loan 

account is lower each month and the loan balance at the end of February was $363,808 and, as of March 1st, 2011 

was reduced to $356,757. 

 RESOLVED to accept the treasurer’s report as presented by Jack Denman.  Motion, Keith Roddey.  

Second, Frank Wolter.  Approved (6-0-0).  

 

Director’s Report 

 Matt Gomm presented the Director’s Report. He mentioned that with the completion of the Annual Report 

to the State behind us, the application for a state waiver will be forwarded soon. The Trivia contest was a huge 

success. Gentlemen from the team “Town of Goshen” were declared winners. The Friends of the Library were 

congratulated on an event well done. Matt mentioned that patron Richard Graham has recently past and his family 

asked friends and family to donate to the Library in Richard's name in lieu of flowers. To date, the library has 

received $925.00 in memory of Richard. Thank you letters have gone out to Richard’s family and to the donors.  

 Two new part-time employees, for the Circulation desk are Cheryl Tully and Elaine Marino taking the 

hours formerly worked by Sally Milosevic, who is no longer with us. The spring newsletter will be going out to the 

printer tomorrow and then on to the mailing house. Delivery date to houses in Goshen is expected to be April 8
th

, 

just in time for the April 13
th

 election.  

Additional reports were made available to the board from the Adult / Reference Services which included collection 

development, programming, and statistics. A report from Children’s Services included program attendance, 

meetings /conferences attended and future ideas/plans. 

 

 



Unfinished Business 

 

A.Salesian Site Evaluation Proposal tabled to next month. 

 

B. Auditor’s Proposal moved to executive session. 

 

C. Other. 

 

Jim Tarvin reported that The Friends of the Library applied for and was given a $500. grant for the purpose of 

converting some of our older historical documents into digital format. Jim also reported that the Friend’s are 

sponsoring a children’s writing contest, and additional information can be found on the library website. 

 

 

New Business 

 

A. Tie-Vote. Discussion was entered into in regard to the policies governing voting procedures and how motions are 

passed. In the absence of a written by-law article addressing the subject of a tie-vote, our Operating Policy, Article II 

Section 5, states that Roberts' Rules of Order, Newly Revised will govern the conduct of meetings unless changed by 

a two-thirds vote of the Board. Robert’s Rules Article VI Section 38: Voting states: “A motion fails if there’s a tie 

vote unless the presiding officer, exercising the right of the chair to cast a deciding vote, votes yes, If the 

chair’s vote would cause a tie, however, the chair could cast a negative vote to defeat a measure.”   
   

Additional information on this subject can be found in Robert’s Rules for Dummies:  

 

If the vote is by voice, by raising, or counted vote, the presiding officer properly casts his vote only after 

the results are known and if he desires that his vote should affect the outcome. 

 

He may want to break a tie, causing the motion to pass; or make a tie, causing the motion to fail. 

Similarly, with a two-thirds vote, he may want to cause the motion to pass by adding his vote to reach the 

two-thirds threshold, or he may want to cause the motion to fail by adding to the minority to keep the 

two-thirds threshold from being met. 

   

However, if he doesn’t want to change the outcome, the presiding officer shouldn’t vote at all; by 

reserving his vote, he preserves the appearance of impartiality while presiding. That’s infinitely more 

important than casting a vote that makes no difference. 

 

A. Attending meetings remotely. Discussion was entered into in regard to the lack of policy addressing the use of 

electronic conferencing for trustees who wish to attend meetings remotely.  

RESOLVED that in order to be considered in attendance at a meeting, trustees must be physically present. Motion, 

Ellen Mary O’Brien. Second, Jim Tarvin.  Approved (4-1-1). Abstain T.M. 

 

B. Incoming trustees are sworn in at the meeting following their election. 

 

C. Other.  Thank you to Melissa Cody and Cameron Tidd for walking in the Goshen St. Patrick 

Day Parade representing the Library. 

 
Privilege Of The Floor 

 None.    

 

Executive Session  

 

RESOLVED that the Board enter into executive session at 9:29 p.m. for the discussion of contractual  

matters. Motion, Jim Tarvin. Second, Ellen Mary O’Brien. Approved (6-0-0). 

  



RESOLVED that the Board end executive session at 9:45 p.m. Motion Bernie Marone. Second Keith 

Roddey. Approved (6-0-0)  

 

 

 

Adjournment 

RESOLVED that the meeting be adjourned at 9:50 p.m. Motion Frank Wolter. Second Ellen Mary 

O’Brien. Approved (6-0-0)  

  

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Carol T. Cullen 

Next Meeting:  April 11, (Monday) 2011 at 7:30 p.m. Regular Meeting 

  

 

 

 

 


